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Developing comprehension skills and building vocabulary power
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-=»  Introduction

The Reading Juice Plus series will capture the interest and imagination of young English learners.
Research has shown that one of the best ways for learners to improve their English proficiency simply
by immersing themselves in high-interest passages. Since Reading Juice Plus is filled with engaging
nonfiction stories, students will be eager to read more. The comprehension exercises that accompany
each passage offer opportunities for learners to think, talk and write in English.

Vocabulary

Essential vocabulary words are defined as a pre-reading activity.
These words are boldfaced in every passage. Students can read
the definitions and then see how each term is used within the
text. Learning words in context is the most powerful way to
master new vocabulary.

' Vocabulary
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Passage

The passages promote young minds’ curiosity by offering a wide
variety of topics that are fun to read and easy to teach. Since this
nonfiction includes fascinating facts and details about people,
places and events, learners will expand their knowledge base as
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Each passage includes skimming and scanning questions to help
learners improve their ability to quickly find specific information in
the text. This activity gives students practice in a skill all readers
use daily: identifying the key words from a question and then
locating the associated information in the passage.




*Comprehensior Comprehension

Following each passage, multiple-choice comprehension
questions evaluate the learners’ understanding of the material.

= He recreates pebures of suspects'faces.

e The main idea is always tested. The remaining questions require
i p e A students to identify details, find information, draw conclusions,
e e e b make inferences, and differentiate between facts and opinions.
R el e e ST Additional comprehension exercises require the highest-level
i ke thinking skills such as deciding where to insert sentences in the
bt oo passage or choosing which statement would best introduce or
b e e conclude the text.
B Choose where the following sentences fit best In the passage.
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Vocabulary Expansion

Each passage's vocabulary expansion exercise strengthens S——

learners’ knowledge of the key words since they must truly I

understand each word's meaning to finish the word analogies or )

complete the cloze sentences and paragraphs. By doing these simiid ey g
exercises learners will be able to “own” the words. Such ownership Y e s xoe

makes it more likely that students will use them in speaking and
writing. Independent use of vocabulary words is the strongest
indicator that a word has been learned-that is, stored in students’
long-term memories.
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| - passage summary with the comect informatian.

Each unit concludes with a summary activity designed to activate
the students’ recall of the facts contained in the passage. To
complete the summary, students must interpret information and G
then synthesize the main ideas and supporting details.

Final Test for NEAT

The final test assesses students’ academic
achievement with the complete set of the
e Reading Comprehension part of NEAT.
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Vocabulary Booklet
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- _ This vocabulary booklet will help students
rding to the passage. which one is true about the festival? ) i
J——— improve their vocabulary.

b Itis celebrated by tomato farmers.
© Itbecame an official festival in 1940,
4 Itis the biggest battle in the world.
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. The Voice of the IViona Lisa

< Vocabulary

Match the words and the correct definitions.

—

portrait

2 criminal

3 construct
L gaze

5 experiment
6 husky

7 mystery
8 suspect

6 Reading Juice Plus 3

to make by putting together parts

a painting, drawing or photograph of a person
a test

something that cannot be understood logically
a person who is believed to be guilty

relating to crime

to look at for a long time

low-voiced or deep-voiced



Matsumi Suzuki is a scientist from Japan who studies voices. He uses
computers to construct human voices. @ He usually uses his skills to help >
criminal investigations. He recreates the voices of suspects. @ One day he :
decided to do a very unusual experiment with a famous painting. Was it possible  «
to hear the voice of a woman in a painting? @ 5

Suzuki chose the Mona Lisa. The Mona Lisa is a portrait of a woman by ¢
Leonardo da Vinci. @ The painting is over 500 years old and hangs in a museum 7
in Paris. ® No one knows the woman’s real name. Thousands of people go to s
Paris every year to gaze at her mysterious smile. They try to guess why she ¢
is smiling. Matsumi Suzuki wanted to know what the woman in the Mona Lisa 10
sounds like. ® 11

L A

First, he measured her mouth, nose, and eyes. @ Next, he put these 1=
numbers into a computer to help him guess her height. ® The woman in the 1
Mona Lisa was probably 168 centimeters tall. Mr. Suzuki used this information 14
to create a picture of the Mona Lisa's skull and vocal chords on the computer 15
screen. @ Vocal chords are the parts of the body that make sound. If Mr. Suzuki 15
has an image of a person’s vocal chords, his computer can recreate the voice. 17

The experiment was successful. The Mona Lisa spoke. With a deep, 13
husky voice, she said, “My name is Mona Lisa. | am the most loved woman in 19
the world, and | have a smile full of mystery.” Suzuki also recreated the voice 20
of the Mona Lisa’s creator Leonardo da Vinci. He said “The Mona Lisa is my 2
greatest masterpiece.” 2

D
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what Matsumi Suzuki uses to construct human voices Line
the painter of Mona Lisais first mentioned Line
the second step of the experiment Line
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Comprehension

A Choose the correct answers.

1 What is the passage mainly about?

a re-creation of the Mona Lisa's appearance
b an experiment on constructing human voice
c a500 year old painting in Paris

2 How does Suzuki help criminal investigations?

a He recreates pictures of suspects’ faces.
b He recreates crime scenes.
c He recreates how suspects sound.

3 What have people been curious about?

a how the woman in the Mona Lisa acts
b how the woman in the Mona Lisa sounds
¢ why the woman in the Mona Lisais smiling

% Why did Suzuki need to know the woman'’s height?

a toguess the size of her head
b to guess the length of her nose
¢ toguess the age of the painting

5 Which is NOT true about the Mona Lisa?

a The Mona Lisa attracts many people to Paris.
b The Mona Lisa was painted by Leonardo da Vinci.
c The Mona Lisawas re-painted by Suzuki.

B Choose where the following sentences fit best in the passage.

1 It helps police to catch the suspects easily.
a® b @ c®

2 The painting is full of mysteries.
a®@ b ® c®

3 Different people have different voices.
a®@ b e
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Vocabulary Expansion - -

Choose the word that best completes each sentence.

1 Theresearchersdidan ___ onlive animals.

a equipment b application C experiment d engraving
2 Ittookmorethan5yearsto ____ abridge.

a gaze b construct ¢ portrait d observe
3 Themanlovedto ____ atthe stars on clear nights.

a construct b study c gaze d watch
4 The judge told the mantostopdoing ___ acts.

a husky b suspect c detect d criminal
5 Scientists try to understandthe _____ of human body.

a mystery b riddle c experiment d portrait

Complete the passage summary with the correct information.

« create a picture of the person’s skull and vocal chords

 determine the height of the person in the portrait

» measure the eyes, nose and the mouth of the person in the portrait
 put the data into a computer

Steps to Create a Portrait’s Voice

1.

2.
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